
O
NE of the ex-
hibitors at Okto-
berfest will be Mer-
chant Place
Developments, the

company that secured the major
deal to bring Hitachi Rail Europe
to Amazon Park, Newton Aycliffe,
once the Intercity Express Pro-
gramme is agreed between the
Government and Agility Trains ±
a company Hitachi has a 70 per
cent interest in.

The Government gave the
£4.5bn project the go-ahead in
March, and it is expected that
contracts will be exchanged next
spring.

Geoff Hunton, technical direc-
tor at Merchant Place
Developments, says Oktoberfest
is an important opportunity to
further engage with local busi-
nesses that have already shown a
huge level of interest in the proj-
ect. This was evident in the fact

that more than 600 companies
attended the spring open day in
Newton Aycliffe.

ªW e are talking about a project
that will create hundreds of jobs
and contribute millions of
pounds to the local economy,º
said Geoff.

ªThere will be business oppor-
tunities available during the
construction and fit-out of the
new factory, which will see a
450,000sq ft train assembly facili-
ty built on a 31.5 acre site. There
will also be future opportunities
to supply components and serv-
ices for the manufacture of
Hitachi Rail Europe's Super
Express Train.

ªThis makes Oktoberfest all the
more important for the business
community, not only in Newton
Aycliffe but in a wider regional
context.º

Geoff confirms that initial
design work for the project is
now at an advanced stage. ªIt is
fitting that we engage with sup-
pliers at Oktoberfest to continue
the development of a database of
interested parties for issue in the
fullness of time to contractors.

ªThe range of services required
covers several key areas ± site
preparation, rail connection,
construction, fit-out, comple-
tion/hand over, management and
so on.º
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W
ITH just days to
go until Oktober-
fest, event organ-
isers have an-
nounced who will

officially open the North-East's
largest manufacturing and engi-
neering event.

As there are more than 90
exhibitors participating and some
excellent companies lined up for
the Meet The Buyer programme,
this year's event looks set to be the
best yet.

Scheduled to take place on
Wednesday, October 19, at the
XCEL Centre, Newton Aycliffe, the
showcase event will be officially
opened at 9.30am by Coun Neil
Foster, portfolio holder for eco-
nomic regeneration, Durham
County Council.

He said: ªDurham Oktoberfest is
a fantastic opportunity for busi-
nesses to showcase their capabili-
ties to an international audience
and provides a clear message that
the engineering and manufactur-
ing industry is critical to the recov-
ery of the UK and North-East econ-
omy.

ªI'm proud to be part of

Oktoberfest and would urge all
businesses in the region to register
and come along.º

Mac Motraghi, head of sales at
Hitachi Rail Europe and Geoff
Hunton, technical director of
MPD, will also take to the stage to
say a few words.

The proposed development of a
460,000sq ft facility for Hitachi Rail
Europe at Newton Aycliffe says
much about the advantages of
doing business in the North-East
said Mr Motraghi.

ªNewton Aycliffe has it all. Our
site is one mile from a motorway
and has rail connectivity down one
side. Rail access and the creation
of a 1km train test track were com-
paratively straightforward and
road and rail access to Teesport
was in place,º he added.

ªFurthermore, the work skills in
the area were as required, possibly
honed on the manufacturing and
engineering work ethic of the
region as will be shown at this
year's Oktoberfest. Our corporate
credo is to contribute to society
through technology, and at
Newton Aycliffe I believe we can do
this by delivering trains that meet

our UK and European customers'
expectations.º

Oktoberfest's Meet The Buyer
sessions have always proved to be a
huge success, with one-to-one
appointments offered to compa-
nies looking to attract more busi-
ness.

This year's event is no exception,
as John Lyle, general manager at
Derwentside Enterprise Agency,
explained: ªOur Meet The Buyer
sessions are always well attended.
It's a great chance for companies
to book one-to-one appointments
with buyers from a wide range of
sectors.

This year's participants are
NAREC, Thorn Lighting, Calsonic
Kansei, the Ministry of Defence,
EBAC, Husqvarna, Tata Steel
Tubes, AAF International, CAV
Aerospace, Durham County
Council and Parker Domnick
Hunter.º

Oktoberfest takes place tomor-
row at the XCEL Centre, Newton
Aycliffe, DL5 6AP. The event runs
from 9.30am to 4pm and is free to
visitors. For more information
visit www.durhamoktoberfest.org.
uk or telephone 01207 585816.
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